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MEETING MINUTES

SESSION OF THE CITY COMMISSION

CITY OF KISSIMMEE

CITY HALL, COMMISSION CHAMBERS

101 CHURCH STREET, KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA 34741- 5054

TUESDAY, MAY 27 2023 AT 6: 00 PM

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Members Present: Mayor Olga Gonzalez, Commissioners Olga Castano, Angela Eady, 
Carlos Alvarez, III, Janette Martinez

Staff Present: City Manager Mike Steigerwald, City Attorney Olga Sanchez de Fuentes, 
Deputy City Manager Desiree Matthews, Assistant City Manager Austin Blake, City Clerk
Linda Hansell

Members Absent: None

Mayor Gonzalez called the meeting to order at 6: 00 PM. 
2. MOMENT OF SILENCE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

After a Moment of Silence, Commissioner Alvarez led the audience in the Pledge of

Allegiance. 

3. PROCLAMATIONS AND SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

3. A Proclamation - National Day of Prayer 2023

The request is for the Commission to present a Proclamation to Randy Law, President of
National Day of Prayer of Osceola County, Inc. 

City Manager Steigerwald read a proclamation in honor of National Day of Prayer as the
Mayor and Commissioners presented the proclamation to Ms. Randy Law. 

Ms. Law thanked the Commission for recognizing National Day of Prayer and invited the
public to functions being held throughout Osceola County on Thursday, May 4, 2023 from
12: 00 p. m. to 1: 00 p. m. at Kissimmee City Hall, Osceola County Courthouse, and in St. 
Cloud at the Boat Basin on the Lakefront. Ms. Law read a statement and quoted George
Washington. 

3. B Proclamation - Foster Youth Connection Month 2023

The request is for the Commission to present a Proclamation to Pastor Rupert Henry, 
founder of Foster Youth Connection. 

City Manager Steigerwald read a proclamation in honor of Foster Youth Connection as the
Mayor and Commissioners presented the proclamation to Pastor Rupert Henry. 

Pastor Henry thanked everyone for being present for the celebration of the National Day of
Prayer and Foster Youth Connection Month. Foster Youth Connection is dedicated to

Eileen Caldwell, Homer Caldwell, and former City Manager Mark Durbin. These

individuals have been a great source of encouragement over the years. Mr. Caldwell

passed away earlier this year and flowers were presented to the Pastor of Solid Rock
Church in his honor. The widow of retired City Manager Mark Durbin was unable to
attend; Pastor Henry presented flowers to Mayor Gonzalez in honor of Mark Durbin' s
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service to the community and he recognized Greenway Church for all their support. 

Pastor Matt Quainoo, Solid Rock Church, was asked to commented on Mr. Caldwell, who

was 94 years young was still working in the community until his passing. 

City Manager Steigerwald recapped the history of former City Manager Mark Durbin, 
stating he was a great man who served as the longest tenured City Manager in the City
History; he served from 1987 to 2010. 

IC Proclamation - Arab American Heritage Month

The request is for the City Commission to present a Proclamation to Neal Abid, Florida
Chapter Lead at the Arab American Foundation. 

City Manager Steigerwald read a proclamation in honor of Arab American Heritage Month
as the Mayor and Commissioners presented the proclamation to Neal Abid and members
of the Florida Chapter of the Arab American Foundation. 

Mr. Abid thanked the Commission and the City and stated there is a large demographic of
Arab Americans in our community. 

ID Swearing In of New Police Chief Betty Holland
The request is for the City Commission to welcome the new Police Chief for the City of
Kissimmee, Chief Betty Holland. 

Assistant City Manager Jeff O' Dell administered the Oath of Office to Chief Betty J. 
Holland. 

Chief Holland thanked God and expressed appreciation to the Commission and City
Manager for giving her the opportunity to serve. She thanked her family and friends for all
their support and prayers over the years. Chief Holland addressed the members of the

Police Department and promised to always do her best for every member of the
department and our community. Chief Holland was joined by the City Commission in
congratulations. 

3. E Retirement of Fire Department Chaplain Peter Zieg

Staff requests recognition of retired Fire Department Chaplain Peter Zieg. 

Fire Chief Jim Walls thanked Retired Police Chief Jeff O' Dell for his service and

congratulated new Chief Betty Holland; he looks forward to continuing the partnership with
the Police and Fire Departments. 

Chief Walls commented on Pastor Pete Zieg who is retiring after 32 years of dedicated
and caring service to the Kissimmee Fire Department and our citizens. Pastor Zieg is the
son of a career firefighter who retired as a deputy fire chief. He built a successful business

working with fire extinguishers and moved to Kissimmee in 1975 to became the Pastor of
Trinity Lutheran Church; he remained there until his retirement in 2004. Pastor Zieg' s first
interaction with the Fire Department was performing a wedding ceremony for fire
employee, Mike O' Dowd, and later he was asked to work on the dedication of Station # 1

now # 11) to Joseph Rinaldi. Twenty- two ( 22) years later he assisted with the dedication
of Station # 13 for Larry Brown. Pastor " Pete" was with the Kissimmee Fire Department

more than 33 years and during that time he performed many weddings, funerals, and
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facility and equipment dedications. He has been an asset to the Kissimmee Fire

Department and touched many lives. 

Pastor Zieg spoke about his relationship with the City and stated it has been a wonderful
ride and he has enjoyed serving in many capacities and was honored to be included in the
Fire Department family. 

Chief Walls presented Pastor Zieg with a retirement watch on behalf of the City of
Kissimmee. 

3. F Employee of the Month for May - Michael Kane

That the City Commission join the City Manager in recognizing Michael Kane, Fire

Department, as May's Employee of the Month. 

City Manager Steigerwald introduced Fire Engineer Michael Kane who has been with the
City for eighteen ( 18) years. He is the Engineer for Station # 14 and also a Paramedic and

Firefighter. Above and beyond that, he has taken the initiative to get all pre -plans for
commercial businesses ready so when a fire crew arrives on scene, they are prepared
with a plan of attack to fight a fire. This is above and beyond his job requirements and is a
process that will benefit our citizens and the Fire Department. 

City Manager Steigerwald mentioned that approximately fifteen ( 15) years ago, Michael
was on light duty and was scheduled to work in Human Resources. He made an

impression on all the staff in City Hall for being helpful and coming up with many ideas that
have been implemented over the years. City Manager Steigerwald reminded everyone that
the Employee of the Month is not selected by the Commission, City Manager, or

department heads, they are nominated by their co- workers and selected by a committee of
peers from all departments in the City and there is no greater honor. 

Engineer Kane thanked those who nominated him and stated it is a privilege and honor to
serve and he is humbled by the applause and recognition. He enjoys going out and
speaking with our citizens and loves the Fire Department. 

3. G Service Awards for January, February and March

Request that the City Commission join the City Manager in recognizing employees who
have reached milestones in years of service. 

City Manager Steigerwald presented employees in attendance with their service awards: 

Five Years - Betty Holland
Ten Years - Kristina Chavarria

Fifteen Years - Ian Downing
Twenty Years - Alberto Aponte

Those who were not in attendance will receive their service awards at a later date: Five

Years; Michael Colon, Edwin Garcia, Felix Pinto, Brad Renner, Danny Schad, Oscar Sosa, 
Dennis Vazquez. Ten Years; Nigel Hoyt, Yokeenba Jenkins, Paul McCrimon, Jeff O' Dell. 

Fifteen Years: Matt Fitzgerald, Elisabeth Richter- Belote, Holly Sparklin. Twenty Years: 
Jeremy Christ, Todd Pascual, Travis Yates. Twenty -Five Years: John McCommon
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4. PUBLIC HEARINGS - FIRST AND SECOND READINGS

4. A Public Hearing - First Reading - Proposed Ordinance # 23- 03 - Amending the Firefighters
Retirement Plan

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 30, 

PERSONNEL, ARTICLE III, EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT, DIVISION III, FIREFIGHTERS' 

RETIREMENT PLAN, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF KISSIMMEE; 

AMENDING SECTION 30- 140, DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTION 30- 143, FINANCES

AND FUND MANAGEMENT - ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF FUND; 

AMENDING SECTION 30- 146, PRE - RETIREMENT DEATH; AMENDING SECTION 30- 

148, VESTING; AMENDING SECTION 30- 156, MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION OF

BENEFITS; AMENDING SECTION 30- 164, MILITARY SERVICE PRIOR TO

EMPLOYMENT; AMENDING SECTION 30- 167, DEFERRED RETIREMENT OPTION

PLAN; AMENDING SECTION 30- 168, PRIOR FIRE SERVICE; AMENDING SECTION 30- 

170, SUPPLEMENTAL BENEFIT COMPONENT FOR SPECIAL BENEFITS, CHAPTER

175 SHARE ACCOUNTS; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR

SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT

HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Approval of the First Reading of the Proposed Ordinance # 23- 03 for the Firefighters

Retirement Plan. 

City Attorney Sanchez de Fuentes read Proposed Ordinance # 23- 03 by title. 

City Manager Steigerwald informed the Commission the requested changes are to update
the Internal Revenue Code relating to pre -retirement death language, minimum distribution
age, ability to use discretion when seeking to recover inadvertent over payments, and
options for prepayment for prior military service. There is no financial impact to the plan
as advised by the plan' s actuary. 

Mayor Gonzalez announced the Public Hearing with no response from the audience. 

Commissioner Castano made a motion to approve the First Reading of Proposed
Ordinance # 23- 03. Commissioner Eady seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mayor -Commissioner Olga Gonzalez, Commissioner Carlos Alvarez, Commissioner

Olga Castano, Commissioner Angela Eady, Commissioner Janette Martinez
NAY: None

Motion carried 5 - 0. 

4. 13 Public Hearing - First Reading - Proposed Ordinance # 23- 04 - Amending the General
Employees Retirement Plan

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KISSIMMEE AMENDING CHAPTER 30

PERSONNEL, ARTICLE III, EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT, DIVISION 2, GENERAL

EMPLOYEES' RETIREMENT PLAN, OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY

OF KISSIMMEE, AMENDING SECTION 30- 87, FINANCES AND FUND MANAGEMENT, 

ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF FUND; AMENDING SECTION 30- 90, PRE - 

RETIREMENT DEATH, AMENDING SECTION 30- 93, OPTIONAL FORMS OF

BENEFITS; AMENDING SECTION 30- 98, MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFITS; 
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AMENDING SECTION 30- 105, MILITARY SERVICE PRIOR TO EMPLOYMENT: 

AMENDING SECTION 30- 108, PRIOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE: PROVIDING FOR

SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS: REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT

HEREWITH AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE

Approval of the First Reading of the Proposed Ordinance # 23- 04 for the General

Employees Retirement Plan. 

City Attorney Sanchez de Fuentes read Proposed Ordinance # 23- 04 by title. 

City Manager Steigerwald informed the Commission this proposed ordinance is similar to
the previous agenda item and includes updates to the Internal Revenue Code on minimum
distribution age, pre -retirement death language, discretion on collecting inadvertent

overpayments, and allows for payment options for prior military service. The General

Pension Actuary has determined there is no impact to the plan and as a result, staff
recommends approval after holding the Public Hearing. 

Mayor Gonzalez announced the Public Hearing with no response from the audience. 

Commissioner Olga Castano made a motion to approve the Public Hearing. Commissioner
Carlos Alvarez seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mayor -Commissioner Olga Gonzalez, Commissioner Carlos Alvarez, Commissioner

Olga Castano, Commissioner Angela Eady, Commissioner Janette Martinez
NAY: None

Motion carried 5 - 0. 

4. 0 Public Hearing - First Reading - Proposed Ordinance # 23- 05 - Amending Chapter 22- 26, 
Article II: Noise

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF THE CITY OF KISSIMMEE. FLORIDA: 

AMENDING ARTICLE II NOISE, SECTION 22- 26 REPLACING SPECIAL MAGISTRATE

WITH CITY HEARING OFFICER, REMOVING SECTION 22- 26( 13): PROVIDING FOR

SEVERABILITY: REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT: AND PROVIDING FOR

AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Requesting approval of minor amendments to Section 22- 26 of the Noise Ordinance. 

City Attorney Sanchez de Fuentes read Proposed Ordinance # 23- 05 by title. 

City Manager Steigerwald stated this is a First Reading for minor amendments for the
Noise Ordinance originally passed in February of this year. 

Planner Ashley Cornelison explained the minor modifications to Section 22- 26 as the
enforcement section of the Noise Ordinance. Removing Subsection " B" which erroneously
left due to a scriveners' error. The second change is the language relating to the Special
Magistrate which is being changed to City Hearing Officer so both the City Police and
Code Enforcement can work together on this process. Staff recommends approval of the

First Reading. 

Mayor Gonzalez announced the Public Hearing with no response from the audience. 
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Commissioner Eady moved to approve the First Reading of Proposed Ordinance # 23- 05. 

Commissioner Castano seconded the motion. 

AYE: Mayor - Commissioner Olga Gonzalez, Commissioner Carlos Alvarez, Commissioner

Olga Castano, Commissioner Angela Eady, Commissioner Janette Martinez
NAY: None

Motion carried 5 - 0. 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS

None. 

6. HEAR AUDIENCE

None. 

7. CONSENT AGENDA

The consent agenda is a technique designed to expedite the handling of routine
miscellaneous business of the City Commission. The City Commission in one motion may
adopt the entire Consent Agenda. The motion for adoption is non -debatable and must receive

unanimous approval. By request of any individual member, an item may be removed from the
Consent Agenda for discussion. 

Commissioner Eady made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda in its entirety. 
Commissioner Castano seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5 - 0. 

7. A Approval of the First Amendment to the License Agreement between the City of
Kissimmee and Green Meadows Farm Ltd. for use of a portion of Lancaster Ranch Park

The Parks and Recreation Department is requesting the Commission approve and the
Mayor sign the First Amendment to the License Agreement between the City of
Kissimmee and Green Meadows Farm Ltd. for use of a portion of Lancaster Ranch Park
and authorize the City Manager to approve any further amendments to this License
Agreement. 

7. 13 Approval of Grant Agreement B- 22- CP- FL- 0261 between the U. S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development ( HUD) and the City of Kissimmee for the Berlinsky House
Reconstruction Proiect

Approval to accept a grant agreement for the award amount of $ 1, 000, 000 for the FY2022

Community Project Funding ( CPF) award made pursuant to the authority of the
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 ( Public Law 117- 103); and the Explanatory
Statement for Division L of that Act, which was printed in the House section of the
Congressional Record on March 9, 2022 ( Explanatory Statement); and superseding
provisions of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 ( Public Law 117-328). 

7. 0 Kathy' s Corner - Final Plat ( DRC# SR- 22- 0012) 

Approval of the final plat known as Kathy' s Corner. 
7. D Approval to accept Interlocal Agreement between City of Kissimmee and Overoaks

Community Development District relating to the Right -of -Way Maintenance Agreement for
Landscaping
Approval of an interlocal agreement between the City of Kissimmee and Overoaks
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Community Development District ( CDD) regarding the maintenance of improvements
within the City right- of-way. 

7. E Disposal of City Assets
Approval to dispose of the asset items detailed in the attached report. 

75 First Right of Refusal to Lease Property at the Kissimmee Gateway Airport for Land
Development, LLC at Patrick Street

Request Commission approval of a First Right of Refusal to Lease Airport Property with
Land Development, LLC. 

7. G First Right of Refusal to Lease Property at the Kissimmee Gateway Airport for T28, LLC at

Aviation Way

Request Commission approval of a First Right of Refusal to Lease Airport Property with
T28, LLC. 

7. H Budget transfer for the Building Division to cover credit card processing cost for FY2023

The City Commission authorize a budget transfer from the Building Fund Reserves to the
Other Contract Service line item to pay for credit card processing fees. 

8. DISCUSSION ITEMS

8. A Social Services Funding Awardee Update - Help Now of Osceola, Inc. 
Help Now will provide an update to the Commission on the impact of City of Kissimmee
funding on their services and ongoing agency needs. 

Tammy Douglas, Executive Director of Help Now made a PowerPoint Presentation
Exhibit " A") and reviewed the information provided. She expressed her gratitude for the

support of the City and City Commission. 

Commissioner Martinez commented on a visit to the shelter and how impressed she is

with the services that are provided. 

8. B KUA Board of Directors Appointment

Consideration of Appointment to KUA Board of Directors due to an unforeseen vacancy. 

City Manager Steigerwald reviewed the request from the Kissimmee Utility Authority ( KUA) 
to appoint Ethel Urbina to fill the remaining term of the position vacated by Raymond
Sanchez. The KUA Board of directors is currently in the process of interviewing
candidates to fill Ms. Urbina' s position and recommends this change. 

Commissioner Castano made a motion to appoint Ethel Urbina to the vacancy left by
Raymond Sanchez. Commissioner Eady seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5- 0. 

8. 0 Advisory Board Vacancy - Planning Advisory Board
The Commission is requested to make an appointment to fill the vacancy on the Planning
Advisory Board. 

Commissioner Alvarez made a motion to appoint Alexander Alemi to the Planning
Advisory Board as a Resident. Commissioner Eady seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5 - 0. 
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Commissioner Alvarez made a motion to appoint Manuel Gomez to the Parks and

Recreation Advisory Board. Commissioner Eady seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5 - 0. ( This motion was later withdrawn) 

City Manager Steigerwald asked the Commission to clarify the second appointment made
by Commissioner Alvarez for the Parks and Recreation Board. City Clerk Hansell was
asked for clarification and explained that Commissioner Alvarez does not currently have a
board member vacancy for appointment. 

Commissioner Alvarez made a motion to withdraw his original motion for the appointment

of Manuel Gomez to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. Commissioner Eady
endorsed that motion and Commissioner Castano seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5 - 0. 

3. D Annual Advisory Board vacancies with terms ending May 31, 2023
The Commission is requested to make appointments or reappointment for members to

boards with terms ending on May 31, 2023. 

After a brief discussion, City Attorney Sanchez de Fuentes informed the Commission that
since all members would like to be reappointed, a joint vote could be made for the
reappointments. 

Commissioner Alvarez made a motion to reappoint Carlos Angarita ( Board of Adjustment), 

Joseph Billittier, David Bracy, Kristen Camero ( Citizen Police Review Board), Kimberly
Murray, Adriana Serrano ( Historic Preservation Board), Hannan M. Khan, Seewat " David" 

Anderson ( Parks and Recreation Advisory Board), and Robert A. Bussiere ( Planning
Advisory Board). Commissioner Castano seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 5 - 0. 

9. HEAR CITY OFFICIALS

9. A CITY MANAGER

City Manager Mike Steigerwald reminded the Commission of the Groundbreaking
Ceremony for " The Allen", which is the apartments in the first phase of the Beaumont
Project. The ceremony will be held on Thursday, May 3, 2023 at 12: 30 p. m. The Cuban

Sandwich Festival is being held on Sunday, May 7, 2023, in Lakefront Park. And the final

item is the Transportation Summit for roadway construction being hosted by Osceola
County and the Florida Department of Transportation; the event will be held on Tuesday, 
May 9, 2023 at 10: 00 a. m. at the Kissimmee Civic Center. 

9. 13 CITY ATTORNEY

Nothing. 

9. 0 CITY COMMISSION

Commissioner Castano encouraged everyone to have a wonderful evening. 

Commissioner Alvarez wished everyone a happy Cinco de Mayo and encouraged
everyone to celebrate in a positive way and get home safely. 

Commissioner Martinez questioned whether there is anything the City can do to assist
employees who have children in summer camps with the financial responsibility. City
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Manager Steigerwald asked Parks and Recreation Director, Steve Lackey, if there was

any help offered to employees. Director Lackey was in the audience but was not on audio. 
City Manager Steigerwald stated for the record that the City does offer programs for
employees and they also get first chance to register for the camp programs. 

Commissioner Martinez asked if the Commission could bring back the video project that
allowed Commissioners to participate in informing the public of City projects, programs, 
and services. City Manager Steigerwald confirmed that it is possible with Commission
consensus. Commission consensus was confirmed and City Manager Steigerwald will
bring back a recommendation to the Commission on how to revive the program. 

Commissioner Martinez requested the Commission meet in Workshop Session to discuss
ways for the Commission to promote programs and services that are not sanctioned by the
City. She stated we need to look at ways to get help for the citizens in the community. 

Commissioner Martinez further continued and invited everyone to attend the free event

being held at the Kissimmee Civic Center on May 6, 2023, from 11: 00 a. m. to 3: 00 p. m. All
non -profits have been invited to attend and provide information to the public. 

Commissioner Martinez concluded her comments by announcing to the public that the City
website is being updated and you can comment on the functions. 

Mayor Gonzalez wished everyone a great night and a wonderful week. 

10. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, Mayor Gonzalez

adjourned the meeting at 7: 11 PM. 
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Exhibit " A" 

PowerPoint Presentation

Help Now of Osceola
Item 8. A



COD WE

May 2, 2023

I, Betty J. Holland, having been appointed to the rank of Police

Chief, do hereby solemnly swear and affirm, on my honor, I will

never betray my badge, my integrity, my character, or the public

trust. I will always have the courage to hold myself and others

accountable for our actions. I will always uphold the Constitution of

the United States of America and State of Florida, and the laws and

ordinances of the City of Kissimmee and the Rules and Regulations

of the Kissimmee Police Department. So help me God. 

ATTEST: 

Linda Hansell

City Clerk

ag EIIL'Uam
Betty J. H land

Chief of Police

WITNESS: 

NJ! 
Mike Steigerwald

City Manager



SAFETY. EMPOWERMENT

Providing 40years of life-saving services tosurvivors

in Osceola County Help

Now of Osceola, Inc. provides safety, empowerment, and healing for survivorsof domestic violence and influences
social change in the community. 
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0) 
THIS YEAR WE PROVIDED... 

14
SAFETY PLANS CREATEC° 

TO HELP IDENTIFY SAFETY STRATEGIES

TO REDUCE RISK OF FUTURE HARM. 
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THIS YEAR WE PROVIDED... 
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COURT SERVICES

BY ASSISTING WITH INJUNCTIONS, COURT SUPPORT, 

FILINGS, AND REFFERALS. 
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THIS YEAR WE PROVIDED... 

SUPPORT GROUPS
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SAFETY. EMPOWERMENT. HEALING. 

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

iPROJECT

HELPS SURVIVORS REGAIN THEIR FINANCIAL

INDEPENDENCE WHILE LEARNING THE

FINANCIAL SKILLS TO MAINTAIN

SELF- SUFFICIENCY. 
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HEALING PROVIDES
SUPPORT TO KEEP

FAMILIES SAFE AND TOGETHER. 



THIS YEAR WE PROVIDED... 

135
cE SHELTER NIGHTS

SAFETY. EMPOWERMENT. HEALING. 



THIS YEAR WE PROVIDED... 

SUPPORT SERVIt..` j

VALUE OF SUPPORT PROVIDED $ 193, 384. 60



HELPNOW
SAFETY. EMPOWERMENT, HEALING, 

QUESTIONS? 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT, CITY OF KISSIMMEE! 


